Index to the Massachusetts Spy, 1975-2008

     Founded in 1975 as the MPRL Bulletin, renamed MPRS Bulletin in 1979 and Massachusetts Spy in 1987, this is the only journal devoted solely to Massachusetts postal history. It is the official journal of the Massachusetts Postal Research Society (MPRS), formerly the Massachusetts Postal Research League.

     Because each issue is short and volume numbers are not kept, the following index lists only the issue number in which the subject appears.

Three issues had incorrect numbers printed on them, to wit:

          May 1987 should be No. 73 and not 72

          Sept. 1990 should be No. 93 and not 92

          Nov. 1990 should be No. 94 and not 93.

The corrected numbers will be used below.

     Individual issues may be borrowed from a philatelic library, or may be purchased from the MPRS, by contacting the Secretary Hugh J. W. Daugherty, Box 1146, Eastham MA 02642.

Abington PO, 80, see also North Abington, 87, West Abington, 63

Abington, "WAY" sfl, 27

Abington, name change, 87

Advertised, 11, 41, 54, 56, 97, 98, 107

Almanacs, road and rail mileage, 57, 122

Ames Almanack, 122

Amherst to Turkey, 96

Asa White's patent, 67, 68

Athol, 41

Attached rate postmarks, 67, 68, 114, 119

Australia sfl to New Bedford, 100

Bacon, J.R., Steamboat clerk. 121

Barbers PO, 45

Bardwell's Ferry PO, 17, 86

Barnard machine markings (Fitchburg), 48

Barre PO killers, 34

Belchertown PO, 36

Berkley fancy killer, 68

Berkley PO, 68, 86

Berkshire County fancy killers, 14

Berkshire County National Airmail Week, 73

Beverly PO, 123

Boston "PAYD" killer, 72, 73

Boston "WAY" sfl, 32

Boston & Fall River R.R., 48

Boston 58c retaliatory rate, 92

Boston branches and stations, 18, 19, 20, 72

Boston Carrier Station, 124

Boston exchange office marking, 1861, 92, 103

Boston machine markings, 91

Boston markings, 32, 52, 72, 103, 105, 112, 120, 124

Boston newspaper CDS, 26

Boston paquebot marking, 25

Boston parcel post marking, 97

Boston post office, 1885, 18

Boston Post Road, 3, 122

Boston S.B. (steamboat), 48

Boston Station A, 18, 72

Boyleston PO, 53, 54

Briggsville PO, 31

Brimfield county CDS, 31

Burrage PO, 47

Bylaws, 23

C.O.D. Stations, 121

Camp Bartlett, 122

Camp Edwards, 109

Campello PO markings, 7

Cancellation device issue criteria, 54

Castle Cove PO, 11, 72

Census, Mass., 1850, 58, 122, 123, 124

Charlestown straightline marking, 59, 60

"Charles W. Morgan" whaleship, 77

Chatham military post office, 109

Chester PO, 29

Clarksburg PO, 31

Clifford PO, 88

Clinton Wesson marking, 102

Collins & Co., handstamp mfg., 37, 38

Computerized Forwarding System (CFS), 90

Continental Congress post (of 1775), 123

Coolidge cachets of Northampton, 103

Corrective markings, 11, 13, 14, 15, 41, 42, 54

County postmarks, 33, 58, 59

Cummington "10" killer, 32

Dana PO, 36

Darby PO, 19

Davis PO, 29

Dedham cover, 1799, 120

Dennisport PO, 53

Doane markings, 70, 71, 89, 98, 99, 100, 112

DPOs closed by RFD, 1907, 13

DPOs closed, 1949/53, 14

DPOs closed, 1975, 7

Dukes Co. (see also Edgartown, Holmes Hole, Penikese, Tarpaulin Cove, Vineyard 


Haven), 14, 79

Edgartown Edgarton, 19

Edgartown markings, 19, 32, 42, 45, 62

Egypt PO, 53

Elmwood PO, 104

Enfield PO, 36

Equipment, postal, 70

Essex County Notes, 80, 82, 83, 89, 97, 102, 108

Essex County POs, 22, 123

Express, Gillet & Co., 94

Express, Gray's, 85

Express, Hale, 14, 17, 22, 45, 46

Express, Hatch & Co.'s, 86

Express, private, 44, 45, 47, 85, 86, 94

Express, Raymond's Penny Post, 93

Fall River patent killer, 99

Fall River steamboat markings, 57

Fall River, Boston & - R.R., 48

Fancy killers, fake, 71

Fictitious markings, 13

Fires (Vineyard Haven), 86, 112

First Day Covers (Kennedy, Sc. 1246), 102

Fitchburg machine markings, 48

Fort Rodman, 63, 106

Fort Standish PO, 82

Forwarded markings, 13, 42, 124

Franklin County fancy killers, 13

Fraudulent markings, 14

Free home delivery 1863, 2

Full-rigged ship, 35

Furnace PO, 12, 22

German intnl. money order, 13

Gillet & Co. Express, 94

Gloucester PO, 56, 80, 123

Great Barrington PO, 31

Greenwich PO, 36

Hale & Co., 14, 17, 22, 46

Halifax postmasters, 89

Hallmark post offices, 118, 120

Hampden County fancy killers, 12

Hampshire County fancy killers, 16

Hancock PO, 17

Handstampers (first federal), 108

Hanover PO and postmasters, 9, 107

Hanson PO (see South Hanson, 98)

Hardwick, 37

Harrison campaign lettersheet, 61, 62

Harvard PO, 90

Hawaii to Holmes Hole cover, 124

Hewins, Joseph (stage driver), 121

Hingham PO, 23, 29

Holbrook, James, Special Agent, 73

Holland PO, 29

Holmes Hole forwarder, 17, 25

Holmes Hole PO, 25, 29, 58, 90, 109

Horseshoe postmarks, 12, 22

Hyannis military post office, 109

Ipswich sfl markings, 83, 123

Island Home, 121

Island Steamers, 17, 28, 52, 121

Kennedy adhesive (Sc. 1246) first day covers, 102

killers, fancy, 6, 11, 13, 12, 14, 15, 16, 20, 22, 23, 24, 32, 34, 56, 60, 


61, 67, 68, 70, 72, 73, 77, 82, 87, 89, 98, 99, 108, 111, 116, 119

Labels of Mass. towns, 49, 50, 52

Leominster PPO, 11, 21

Letter town killers, 111

Little Harbor (Woods Hole), 121

Locals (Raymond's Penny Post), 93

Long Plain ribbon dater, 5, 84, 87

Lowell 1855 sfl, 68

Machine markings, 6, 48, 91, 96, 116, 119

Mail Boxes, etc., 113, 118

Mansfield unofficial PO, 32

Manufacturers of handstampers, Collins, 37, 38

Manufacturers of handstampers, Hammond, 5

Manufacturers of handstampers, Miller, 13

Manufacturers of handstampers, Wells & Barnes, 35, 72

Marblehead, 123

Marion PO, 1 (see Sippican, 65)

Mass. to New Zealand, 64, 65

Mass. to Ottoman Empire, 96

Mattapoisett fancy killers, 23

Meadowbrook PO, 58

Middleboro sfl (via Panama to Peru), 78

Middleboro to Turkey, 96

Milford Haven (Wales), 118

Military post offices (of Cape and Islands), 109

Military post offices (Springfield), 124

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 08th Mass Vol. Militia, 82, 94

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 12th Mass Vol. Inf., 46

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 13th Mass. Vol. Inf., 53

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 24th Mass. Vol. Inf., 41

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 38th Mass. Vol. Inf., 71

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 43th Mass. Vol. Militia, 72

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 44th Mass. Vol. Militia, 59

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 48th Mass. Vol. Inf., 27

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 50th Mass. Vol. Militia, 86

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: 54th Mass. Vol. Inf., 106

Military, Mass. Civil War Unit: Mass. Heavy Artilery, 26

Military, Spanish American War, 63, 106

Military, Spanish American War, 6th Mass. Vol, Inf., 84

Millbury PO, 42, 87, 89

Millbury postmaster provisional, 87, 89

Millington, Natnl. Airmail Week cover, 76, 77

Minot PO, 44

Missent markings, 15, 124

Monument Beach county postmark, 33

Monument, 121

Mount Wachusett PO, 92

Mugford PO, 23

N. Haven & Greenfield R.R., 88

Nantucket advertising covers, 62, 64

Nantucket County, 35, 62, 64, 109, 112, 114, 118, 119

Nantucket military post office, 109

Nantucket missent markings, 124

Nantucket PO, 35, 42, 62, 64, 79, 109, 112, 118, 119, 121, 123, 124

Nantucket ship sfl, 35

Nantucket whalers (history), 118

National Air Mail Week, 76, 77, 81

New Bedford advertised, 54, 97

New Bedford Australia sfl to), 100

New Bedford blue marking, 22, 23

New Bedford carrier CDS, 96

New Bedford free franks, 61, 62

New Bedford Gray's Express, 85

New Bedford Hatch & Co.'s Express, 86

New Bedford manuscript marking, 75

New Bedford military frank, 63

New Bedford postage due, 52

New Bedford postal history, 22, 23, 24, 25, 41, 52, 61, 62, 64, 66, 74, 


75, 76, 120, 124 

New Bedford sfl from Australia, 100

New Bedford SHIP sfl from Samoa, 76; from Tahiti, 124

New Bedford steamboat markings, 28

New Bedford straight line marking, 120

New Bedford to New Zealand, 64

New Bedford unlisted CDS (on sfl), 41

New Bedford via Panama, 66

New Haven & Greenfield R.R., 88

New Salem, 37

Newburyport express (Gillet & Co.), 94

Newburyport leaf killer, 22, 51, 89

Newburyport postal history and markings, 51, 66, 89, 108, 120, 123

Newstate PO, 84

Nonquitt cover to France, 1888, 104

Nope PO, 14, 96

North Abington ribbon daters, 62

North Abington/Abington (P.M. list), 87

North Attleboro RFD, 46

North Bellingham postmarks, 105

North Oxford, 119

North West Bridgewater PO, 9

Northampton clover fancy killer, 24

Northampton Coolidge cachets, 103

Northville PO, 9, 10

Norwell PO, 30

Ocean Bluff PO, 31

Octagonal postmarks, 6, 8

Old Colony Line, 121

Old Home Week, Worcester (1907), 122

Otis Air Force Base, 109

Palmer, 38

Parcel Post markings, 97

Parker & Stevens express, 44

Parker gang, 121

Parker, Erastus O. (Postmaster, Monument), 121

Parker, Ward M. (Postmaster, Woods Hole), 121

Patent killers, 12, 99

Patent killers, Asa White's, 67, 68

Pelham, 39

Penikese PO, 111

Petersham, 39

Plymouth advertising covers, 61, 62

Plymouth mail robbery (1962), 45

Plymouth marking, 120

Plymouth postmasters, 8

Population Guide 1900, 1, 2, 3

Post Office dates, 15, 16, 17, 53, 78, 87, 112, 113, 114, 115, 118

Post roads 1760, 122

Post roads 1825, 28

Post roads 1845, 57

Postal Act of 1851, 53

Postal Receipts Mass POs, 1828, 28

Postal Regulations 1846-47, 57

Postal Regulations 1849 (July), 57

Postal Regulations 1851 (July), 57

Postal Regulations 1852 (Sept.), 57

Postal Regulations 1855, 59

Postal Regulations 1856, 59

Postal Regulations 1857, 59

Postal Regulations 1858, 59

Postal Regulations 1862, 59

Postal Regulations 1875, 61

Postmark Collectors Club project, 110

postmaster appointment procedures, 52

Prescott, 39

Provincetown PO, 95

Prussian Closed Mail to Salem, 97

Quabbin DPOs (Dana, Enfield, Greenwich, Prescott), 8, 78, 80, 81, 82, 83

Quabbin Towns 50th Anniv., 78, 80, 81, 82, 83

Quinsigamond PO, 59

R.P.O.s, 8, 20, 54

Raymond PO, 83

Raymond's Penny Post, 93

Raynham PO, 88

Return to Sender marking, 76

RFD (list), 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 35, 46, 91

RFD postal history, 8, 9, 10, 13

RFD South Sudbury, 91

Ribbon daters (postmarks), 5, 6, 8, 11, 19, 22, 62, 87, 91

Ridge Hill PO, 9

Salem ship letters, 70, 123

Salem straight line, 70, 102

Samoa to New Bedford sfl, 76

Sandy Bay PO, 29, 84, 90

Scarab killers, 108, 111

Scituate PO, 7

seals, municipal, 49, 50, 52

Sears Roebuck post offices, 112

Seekonk PO, 28

Shamut equipment, 70

Shamut handstamps, 63

Shamut PO, 43, 63

Shawmut PO, 43, 70

Sheffield provisional straightline, 2, 60

Ship handstamp, earliest known, 70

Ship letters (Essex Co.), 70, 123

Shrewsbury (new mail facility), 94

Shutesbury, 40

Siasconset PO, 8, 10, 62, 114

Silver Lake county marking, 58

Sippican PO sfl, 65

Siskin, Ed and Jean (auction), 120

South Athol, 41

South Deerfield fancy killers, 87

South Hadley PO, 42, 43

South Hanson fancy killers, 6, 11

South Hanson/Hanson PM list, 98

South Scituate, 30

South Sudbury RFD marking, 91

Southeast MA Mail Processing Center, 102

Sparrow's fancy killers, 23

Springfield Armory, 124

Springfield Dept. Per. 27, 124

Springfield marking, 73, 124

Springfield Priority Mail Processing Center, 114

Stampless covers, foreign through rates, 80

Stampless covers, markings, 14, 20, 23, 66, 109

Stampless covers, maximum rate, 45, 46

Stampless covers, unlisted, 14, 20, 23, 26, 29, 41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 


53, 66,102, 109

Stampless covers, updates, 23, 26, 66, 102, 109

Stamps, 1847 issue in Mass., 38

Stamps, 1869 issue in Mass., 33, 34, 64, 77, 79

stamps, municipal, 49, 50, 52

Star killers, type lists, 15, 16, 20, 61

Steamboat markings, Fall River, 57

Steamboat markings, New Bedford, 28

Steamers, Island, 17, 28, 52

Steamers, ship mail, 48, 52

Straightline provisional markings, 2, 60, 86

Straights Pond PO, 60

Straits' Pond error CDS, 60

Street car R.P.O.s, 8, 20

Swift River Valley Postal History series (illustrations), 50

Swift River Valley Postal History series, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 50, 76

Tahiti to New Bedford sfl, 124

Tarpaulin Cove PO, 82, 103

Taunton local posts, 93

Taunton mail (conveyance of), 110

Taunton postmarks, 18, 19, 44, 45

Thanksgiving post card, 106

Turner collection prices realized, 38, 39, 40

Turnpikes of Mass. series, 64, 65-69, 71, 73, 75, 76, 81, 82, 84, 85, 87, 


88, 91, 93, 94, 95-99, 102, 104, 105, 107, 108

Turnpikes, 30

UX remailed as receipt, 31

UX3 precancel, 31

Valentine, 119

Vineyard Grove PO, 65

Vineyard Haven advertising covers, 112

Vineyard Haven military post office, 109

Vineyard Haven postmarks, 86, 112, 116

Vue de l'Eau PO, 13

Wales, 118

"Wanderer," whaling bark, 113

Ware, 40

Warwick PO, 6

Washburn, Rev. George, 96

Wauwinet PO, 114

WAY letters, 27, 29, 32

Wells & Barnes postmarker mfg., 35, 72

Wesson handstamps, 55, 84, 94, 98, 100, 101, 102, 103, 116, 119

West Abington PO, ribbon dater, 63

west coast rate, 118

West Dedham marking, 104

West Hingham Naval Camp, 81

West Roxbury, 46

West Scituate PO, 3

Westfield World War I training camp, 122

Weston postmarks, 111

whaling covers, 113, 118, 124

White, Asa, postmarker inventor, 67, 68

Woods Hole (Holl), 3, 4, 5, 54, 58, 59, 121

Worcester County postmarks, 10, 11, 59, 87, 110, 114, 115, 116, 119

Worcester fancy killers, 60, 61, 114, 115, 116

Worcester PO, 37, 60, 61, 98, 100, 101, 114, 115, 116, 119, 122

