PAGE  

Aug. 18, 2004

Media only:
Allison Gallaway, National Postal Museum (202) 633-5509

Public only:
(202) 633-1000


Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum Schedule of Programs 

September - December 2004
This calendar lists public programs offered by the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum from September through December. The museum is located at the corner of First Street and Massachusetts Avenue N.E., next to Union Station, and is open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day except Christmas Day. Admission to the museum and all its public programs is free.
SEPTEMBER

Sept. 15-Oct. 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month.

Heritage Hunt
Stamp Gallery
Visit the National Postal Museum during Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15 – Oct. 15) for a fun family learning experience. Explore the museum with the Heritage Hunt activity guide, which provides a self-guided tour of the museum’s stamp gallery. Copies of the guide will be available in the museum’s stamp gallery through Oct. 15.

Creative Collecting & Heads Up!

Queen’s Own Gallery Activities

Every Wednesday in September

10 – 11:30 a.m.
Museum Atrium
Two gallery activities are featured in conjunction with “The Queen’s Own: Stamps That Changed the World.” Discover the world of philately and its creative possibilities. Be introduced to the fascinating characteristics of British stamps. See the Penny Black—the world’s first stamp and its common contemporary equivalent—the Machin Head; learn how they differ from American stamps and more. To schedule gallery activities for a group of 10 or more, please call the Education Department at (202) 633-5533.

OCTOBER

October is National Stamp Collecting Month  

Throughout October, the National Postal Museum will celebrate National Stamp Collecting Month with special tours and programs highlighting philately. See the following program listing for details.

Philatelic Tour

Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

Reservations Required; Limited Space Available
Meet at National Postal Museum Information Desk
Take in the wonder of the philatelic gallery and get a “behind the scenes” look at a few philatelic rarities. Due to security and space limitations, reservations are required in advance. Please call (202) 633-5529.

Philately in Action

Monday, Oct. 4 and 18
1-3 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 6 and 20
10 – 11:30 a.m.

Museum Atrium

Learn the basics of stamp collecting. Enjoy such activities as stamp soaking and sorting.  Sort through the various stamps available at the activity table and create a stamp collection to take home!

The Royal Philatelic Collection: An Inside View

Third Annual Maynard Sundman Lecture

Saturday, Oct. 16 
2 – 3 p.m.

Historic Lobby

Michael Sefi, keeper of the Royal Philatelic Collection, will discuss his experiences working with one of the greatest stamp collections in the world. His lecture will address highlights from the collection, King George V’s collecting objectives and current issues facing the collection.

The Annual Maynard Sundman Lecture Series explores and interprets new philatelic research. It is named in honor of Maynard Sundman, founder of the Littleton Stamp and Coin Company.
NOVEMBER

November is American Indian Heritage Month  

Heritage Hunt
Stamp Gallery
Explore the museum with the American Indian Heritage Hunt activity guide. The activity guide is most appropriate for families. The guide will be available in the museum’s stamp gallery throughout the month.






Orphans Preferred

Pony Express Lecture and Book Signing

Saturday, Nov. 6 
Discovery Center

1 – 2 p.m.

The story of the Pony Express is a beloved bit of Americana—rooted in fact and riddled with a century and a half of embellishments, fabrications and outright lies. Few memories of the 19th century American West are more beloved and more cherished. Christopher Corbett, author of “Orphans Preferred: The Twisted Truth and Lasting Legend of the Pony Express” will discuss how the story of the Pony Express became an American tall tale. The lecture will be followed by a book signing.
Exploratory Post:  Native American Pots on Stamps and in Stories
Thursday, Nov. 18
10:30 a.m. – noon

Discovery Center

Learn about Native American pottery. Listen to a story. See the art of pottery displayed as a series of American folk art stamps and make a clay pot. For preschool-age children and adult companions.  Free, but reservations required.  Please call (202) 633-5533.
DECEMBER

Holiday Card Workshop

Saturday, Dec. 4 
Session One:  Noon – 1:30 p.m.

Session Two:  2 – 3:30 p.m.
Discovery and Blount Centers
Local art teacher Mary Arcuri returns for this popular workshop where she guides visitors of all ages in creating hand-crafted cards to celebrate winter holidays. Beautiful materials, cancelled stamps and holiday sentiments are provided for assembling unique cards for families and friends. Reservations are required. Call (202) 633-5533 for information or to make a reservation.

Snowy Stories of Stamps and Mail
Saturday, Dec. 18 
1 – 4 p.m.
Discovery Center

The weather outside was frightful…but the mail was still carried! Come out of the cold and curl up with a good book. Read stories featuring snow, stamps and mail.  Search for snow in the Museum. Featured story readings include “To the Post Office with Mama” at 1:30, “Penguin Post” at 2:30 and “Snowshoe Thompson” at 3:30.  

###







SI-xxx-2000

PAGE  
SI-306-2004
Page 2 of 3

