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Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum Schedule of Programs 

May - August 2006
MAY

Postmen in the Mountains (Film)

Monday, May 8 – Friday, May 12 (One Showing Each Day)

2 – 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 13 (Two Showings)

1 – 2:30 p.m. and 3 – 4:30 p.m.

Celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage Month by watching the endearing story of a father and son as they deliver mail by foot to the remote mountain areas of Hunan, China. The father, a postman on the brink of retirement, passes the job onto his only son. 90 minutes. First-come, first-serve seating. Doors open 15 minutes before the film starts.

The Secret Lives of Airmail Pilots 

Wednesday, May 24

Noon – 1 p.m.

Join museum historian Nancy A. Pope as she brings to life the fascinating adventures of early airmail pilots—complete with thrills, chills and spills! Brown bag lunches welcome.

Stamptacular! 

A Weeklong Celebration of Spectacular Collections

Sunday, May 28 through Saturday, June 3

Noon – 4 p.m. (Daily)

In honor of the Washington 2006 International Philatelic Exhibition, the National Postal Museum offers a week of special programs highlighting spectacular collections. Visitors of all ages can explore a variety of objects at the museum. 
Sunday, May 28 

Spectacular Showcase—“Rarity Revealed”
What makes something rare? Come and explore the concept of rarity in collections. See rare stamps from the New York Public Library’s Benjamin K. Miller Collection, examine the unique qualities of precious collectibles and picture yourself as a priceless philatelic treasure.

Monday, May 29

War Letters

Learn the stories of men and women in military service. Search for lost letters placed throughout the galleries, write a letter to a wounded veteran at Walter Reed Army Medical Center and be inspired by patriotic stamps to create a “memorial stamp.” View the USS Oklahoma Hand Stamp (recovered after the attack on Pearl Harbor) and powerful letters written in times of war in the exhibit “War Letters: Lost and Found.”
Tuesday, May 30 

Marvelous Ways to Move Mail

From dog sled to iron horse, U.S. mail has been carried on just about anything that moves. Explore methods used to move mail throughout American history. Piece together a mail truck, airplane or train puzzle and discover its special features. Learn about the roles of horns, beacons and whistles in mail communication. View a handcrafted dog sled used by Adolph “Ed” Biederman and his son Charlie to carry mail in Alaska from 1922 to 1938. 

Wednesday, May 31 

Portrait of a Collector

Learn about Benjamin K. Miller, one of only four people to ever complete a U.S. postage stamp collection. See his collection on loan from the New York Public Library. Meet a philatelist, view collector’s portraits, hunt for your favorite stamp and start a stamp collection. 

Thursday, June 1 

Postal Heroes

Explore individuals important to postal history, some honored on stamps. Create your own tribute to postal heroes. See mail sorting unit 24D-2, used by USPS employee Emma Thornton to sort mail for her route inside the World Trade Center, and the pocket watch of Titanic mail clerk John Starr March.  

Friday, June 2

Mail Service, Mascots, and More

Meet Owney, canine mascot of the Railway Mail Service. Take the Railway Mail Service Challenge and earn a Railway Mail Badge. Learn about postal mail badges. Discover the challenge and complexity of mail processing, learn how to read postmarks, decode bar codes and more! 

Saturday, June 3

The Festive Finale

Celebrate stamps and their stories! Create a stamp collection. Make a greeting card to send to someone special. Listen to a medley of postal-themed music. Experiment with writing implements from past to present. Read stories about mail. This festive afternoon offers postal history, philatelic fun and more. 

JUNE

Trains! 

Saturday, June 17

1 – 4 p.m.

Celebrate mail by rail! View model railways on display by local railroad clubs. Stop by the Railway Mail Service Library information table. Families will enjoy listening to “Mailing May,” the story of a little girl who was sent by railway mail. Take a railway mail sorting challenge, watch railway mail movies and learn how to communicate via train whistle.

Greetings from the Factory Floor 

Wednesday, June 21

Noon – 1 p.m.

Explore the rise of factory tours in the United States. Using picture postcards, assistant curator Allison C. Marsh explains how factories embraced tourism to showcase the wonders of mechanized production. Brown bag lunches welcome.

JULY

Rarity Revealed Family Day 

Saturday, July 15

1 – 3 p.m.

Learn about Benjamin K. Miller, one of only four people to ever complete a U.S. postage stamp collection. See his collection on loan from the New York Public Library, examine the unique qualities of precious collectibles and picture yourself as a priceless philatelic treasure.

Marvelous Ways to Move Mail 

Family Festival

Thursday, July 27

Noon – 4 p.m.

From dog sled to iron horse, U.S. mail has been carried on just about anything that moves. Explore methods used to move mail throughout American history. Piece together a mail truck, airplane or train puzzle and discover its special features. Learn about the roles of horns, beacons and whistles in mail communication. View a handcrafted dog sled used by Adolph “Ed” Biederman and his son Charlie to carry mail in Alaska from 1922 to 1938.

AUGUST

Exploratory Post: Owney 

Saturday, Aug. 5

1 – 4 p.m.

Enjoy the dog days of summer with Owney the dog, mascot of the Railway Mail Service! Hunt for hounds, listen to a story about Owney read by author Irene Kelly and test your knowledge of Owney trivia. Book signings to follow the readings.

Philately in Action

Wednesday, Aug. 9

1 – 3 p.m.

Learn the basics of stamp collecting and create a collection to take home.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM

The National Postal Museum is devoted to presenting the colorful and engaging history of the nation’s mail service and showcasing the largest and most comprehensive collection of stamps and philatelic material in the world. It is located at 2 Massachusetts Ave. N.E., in the Old City Post Office Building across from Union Station. The museum is open daily, except Dec. 25, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information, visit the museum’s Web site at www.postalmuseum.si.edu.
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