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Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum Plans 
Exhibition of Hirzel Philatelic Collection 

The Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum announced an agreement with the Museum für Kommunikation in Berne, Switzerland, to display materials from the renowned Charles A. Hirzel collection at the Postal Museum in 2008 and 2009. 

In his lifetime, Charles A. Hirzel of Geneva created a collection that is widely regarded as one of the finest in the world of early United States stamps. The Museum für Kommunikation, formerly known as the “Swiss PTT-Museum,” houses the collection. 

The Hirzel collection has not been on view in the United States since 1966.
The Smithsonian National Postal Museum is devoted to presenting the engaging history of the nation’s mail service and showcasing the largest and most comprehensive collection of stamps and philatelic material in the world. Its five exhibition galleries present America’s postal history from Colonial times to the present, while its collections contain prestigious U.S. and international rarities and specialized collections, archival postal documents and three-dimensional objects. The museum is located at the corner of First Street and Massachusetts Avenue N.E., next to Union Station and is open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day except Christmas Day. Admission is free. For more information, visit www.postalmuseum.si.edu.
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