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Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum Schedule of Programs 

January – April 2006
JANUARY

Movies about Mail

Jan. 8 -14 is Universal Letter Writing Week. Celebrate by watching movies about the power of letters. Movie titles and viewing times listed below.
Dear Frankie 

Wednesday, Jan. 11; 1 – 2:45 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 21; 3 – 5 p.m. 

Share in this heartwarming tale of 9-year-old Frankie and his single mom, Lizzie. Lizzie writes letters to her son posing as his dad, who she describes as a sailor aboard the HMS Accra. When the ship comes to town, Lizzie must tell Frankie the truth or find someone to be his father for a day.  
84 Charing Cross Road 

Wednesday, Jan. 11; 3 – 5 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 21; 1 – 2:45 p.m.

Helene Hanff, a script-reader in New York, and Frank Doel, a bookseller in London, develop a special friendship via trans-Atlantic correspondence and a mutual passion for old books. The movie is based on a true story. After the movie, feel free to send some correspondence of your own by addressing and mailing a postcard in the museum gallery.
Happy Birthday, Mr. Franklin!

Saturday, Jan. 14; 1 – 3 p.m.

Discover the many lifetime achievements of Benjamin Franklin! This month marks his 300th birthday. Explore the accomplishments of this historic figure with hands-on activities highlighting his inventive spirit.
Lovely Lettering 

Calligraphy Demonstration

Monday, Jan. 23; Noon – 2 p.m.

In honor of National Handwriting Day, members of the Washington Calligraphers Guild will demonstrate the art and elegance of calligraphy. They will showcase various alphabet styles while explaining their intriguing techniques.

FEBRUARY

Black History Celebration 

Saturday, Feb. 4; 1 – 3 p.m.

Kick off Black History Month by exploring famous African Americans featured on U.S. postage stamps. Families will enjoy reading stories, testing their Black Heritage stamp knowledge, creating poetry in the style of Langston Hughes and listening to jazz and blues recordings of musical artists on stamps. 

Come Take a Ride on the “Hindenburg” 

Wednesday, Feb. 8; Noon – 1 p.m.

Cheryl R. Ganz, curator of philately, will show mail and memorabilia from the German zeppelin “Hindenburg” and its 1937 disaster.  Brown bag lunches welcome.

Be My Valentine 

Tuesday, Feb. 14; 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Use an array of beautiful collage materials to make Valentine’s Day greeting cards of thanks and appreciation to letter carriers, friends and loved ones.

Exploratory Post: Presidents! 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 2006; 1 – 3 p.m.

In honor of Presidents’ Day, discover interesting facts about American presidents and mail. Listen to a story about Lincoln, the letter carrier; make a stovepipe hat for storing letters and create a patterned presidential portrait.
MARCH

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 

Saturday, March 11; 1 – 4 p.m.

Celebrate Women’s History Month by watching the magical story of four 16-year-old friends who spend their first summer apart. They stay in touch using the mail and a special pair of jeans. After the video, create your own unique correspondence creation to mail back and forth between friends. Free, but reservations required. Call (202) 633-5533.

Lunch with the Star Route Service 

Wednesday, March 15; Noon – 1 p.m.

What do stagecoaches, bare feet, mules, dogsleds and trucks have in common? They all moved U.S. mail on Star Routes. Join guest curator Chris Beaumont as he discusses the development of the new exhibition, “Networking a Nation: The Star Route Service.” Brown bag lunches welcome.
Women in Aviation Family Day 

Saturday, March 25; 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Note Location: National Air and Space Museum’s Udvar-Hazy Center (Chantilly, Va.)
Join the National Postal Museum at the National Air and Space Museum’s Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center to celebrate women in science and aviation. View science projects completed by local Girl Scout troops and participate in an array of activities.

Philately in Action!

Tuesday, March 28 and Thursday, March 27; 1 – 3 p.m.

Learn the basics of stamp collecting and create a collection.

APRIL

Lovely Lettering 

Calligraphy Demonstration

Monday, April 3; Noon – 2 p.m.

Members of the Washington Calligraphers Guild will demonstrate the art and elegance of calligraphy. They will showcase various alphabet styles while explaining their intriguing techniques.

Exploratory Post: Airmail

Saturday, April 8; 1 - 3 p.m.

Learn about planes, pilots and the history of airmail. In the spirit of these pioneer aviators, fly by the seat of your pants, make an aviation-inspired stamp collection and discover the famous adventures of early airmail pilots.

Greetings from You! 

Tuesday, April 18 and Thursday, April 20; 1 – 3 p.m.

In honor of National Card and Letter Writing Month, make a greeting card for someone special.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM

The National Postal Museum is devoted to presenting the colorful and engaging history of the nation’s mail service and showcasing the largest and most comprehensive collection of stamps and philatelic material in the world. It is located at 2 Massachusetts Ave. N.E., in the Old City Post Office Building across from Union Station. The museum is open daily, except Dec. 25, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information, visit the museum’s Web site at www.postalmuseum.si.edu.
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