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Create Seasons Greetings at the National Postal Museum
The United States Postal Service anticipates 20 billion letters, packages and cards will be sent and delivered between Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve this year. Of all the greetings that fill mailboxes during the holiday season, are any more cherished than those created by the sender’s own hands? Two upcoming family programs at the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum offer visitors an opportunity to make one-of-a-kind seasons greetings. 
The museum’s annual Holiday Card Workshop will be held on Saturday, Dec. 3. Local art teacher Mary Arcuri returns to guide visitors of all ages in creating hand-crafted cards to celebrate the winter holidays. Beautiful materials, holiday sentiments and cancelled stamps are provided for assembling unique cards for families and friends. Session One: noon to 1:30 p.m.; Session Two: 2 to 3:30 p.m. This program is free and open to the public, but reservations are required for this very popular program and space fills up fast. Call (202) 633-5533 for information or to make a reservation. 
On Saturday, Dec. 17, the National Postal Museum presents “Seasons Greetings Family Day” from 1 to 3 p.m. Visitors can create a seasonal greeting to send to someone special, read holiday stories and make a holiday stamp collection. This program is free and open to the public; reservations are not required.
The National Postal Museum is devoted to presenting the colorful and engaging history of the nation’s mail service and showcasing the largest and most comprehensive collection of stamps and philatelic material in the world. The museum is located at 2 Massachusetts Ave. N.E., across from Union Station. The museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information visit the museum’s Web site at www.postalmuseum.si.edu.
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