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Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum Schedule of Programs 

January - April 2005
This calendar lists public programs offered by the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum from January through April. The museum is located at the corner of First Street and Massachusetts Avenue N.E., next to Union Station, and is open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. every day except Christmas Day. Admission to the museum and all its public programs is free.
JANUARY

Movies about Mail
Celebrate Universal Letter Writing Week (Jan. 8 – 14) by watching movies about the power of letters in the mail.  

The Postman (Il Postino) 

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2005

Noon – 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 15, 2005

1 – 3 p.m.

Experience the beautiful story of a simple postman who is changed forever after delivering mail to one of the most romantic poets of the 20th century (in Italian with English subtitles). After the movie, view the heroism of U.S. postal workers in the museum’s “In the Line of Duty: Dangers, Disasters and Good Deeds” exhibition.

The Love Letter 

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2005

2:15 – 4:15 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15, 2005

3:15 – 5:15 p.m.

Discover the unexpected impact of a love letter as it wanders through the sleepy New England town of Loblolly By The Sea. After the movie, take a few minutes to write your own letter using a variety of writing instruments from quill pens to gel pens. 

What Handwriting Tells

Handwriting Analysis Workshop

Saturday, Jan. 22, 2005

1 – 3 p.m.

In honor of National Handwriting Day, learn what handwriting says about you and others. Join experienced graphologists Milton Moore and JoNeal Scully as they introduce the world of graphology and the information it offers about people’s personalities. Free, but reservations are required. Please call (202) 633-5533.
FEBRUARY—BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Heritage Hunt 

Explore the museum’s stamp gallery with the African American Heritage Hunt. See the first U.S. postage stamp honoring an African American, discover the Black Heritage stamp series and learn about the important contributions of famous African Americans. Guide will be available in the museum’s stamp gallery throughout the month. Teachers may request copies in advance for their classes by calling (202) 633-5535.

Errors, Freaks, and Oddities:

What Happens When Stamp Production Goes Wrong

Wednesday, Feb. 2, 2005

Noon – 1 p.m.

Bring along your brown bag lunch and listen to renowned philatelist John Hotchner as he discusses the unique factors involved in collecting errors, freaks and oddities. Learn about how printing varieties occur and why they tend to take on so much value to stamp collectors.

Exploratory Post:  African Americans on Stamps 

Saturday, Feb. 12, 2005

1 – 3 p.m.
Come celebrate the lives of famous African Americans featured on U.S. postage stamps.  Families will enjoy reading stories and engaging, hands-on activities highlighting art, music and history.

Be My Valentine! 

Monday, Feb. 14, 2005

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Use an array of beautiful collage materials to make Valentine’s Day greeting cards of thanks and appreciation to letter carriers, friends and loved ones.

MARCH—WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
Heritage Hunt 

Explore the museum’s stamp gallery with the Women’s Heritage Hunt. See how stamps celebrate women’s achievements throughout U.S. history. Copies of the guide are available in the museum’s stamp gallery throughout the month of March.

Women in Aviation Family Day 

Saturday, March 12, 2005

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

NOTE LOCATION: Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, Chantilly, Va.
Join the National Postal Museum at the National Air and Space Museum’s Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center to celebrate Women’s History Month. In cooperation with the National Capitol Girl Scout Council, visitors that day can view science projects completed by local Girl Scout troops, participate in an array of hands-on educational activities and talk with museum staff and other local organizations about the incredible contributions of women in science and aviation.

Exploratory Post: On the Road  

Saturday, March 19, 2005 

1 - 3 p.m. 

Beep, Beep! Here comes a mail truck. Learn how mail trucks became essential to city mail delivery. Participate in an interactive story, enjoy activities highlighting mail trucks and visit the new “On the Road” exhibition. This exhibition and program are made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund. 

APRIL

The Houses That Sears Built 

Saturday, April 9, 2005

1 – 2:30 p.m.

In the early 1900s, you could order almost everything from a Sears catalog, including your very own modern home. Join Rosemary Thornton, author of “The Houses That Sears Built,” as she shares everything you ever wanted to know about Sears Catalog Homes. Book signing to follow the lecture.

Philately in Action 

Tuesday, April 12, 2005

Thursday, April 14, 2005

1 – 3 p.m.

Learn the basics of stamp collecting. Enjoy such activities as stamp soaking and sorting. Sort through the various stamps available and create a stamp collection to take home.

Greetings from You! 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Thursday, April 21, 2005

1 – 3 p.m.

In honor of National Card and Letter Writing Month, learn about the history of greeting cards and make a card for someone special.
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