George W. Brett Memorial Scholarship Award
Application
As part of The George W. Brett Philatelic Publications Endowment Fund, the Smithsonian National Postal Museum is pleased to announce the George W. Brett Memorial Scholarship Award for the research of U.S. postage stamps or postal history leading to publication.
Interested persons, wherever resident, are invited to apply for these scholarships for scholarly research of postage stamps or postal history. The annual scholarship, for a sum up to $500, shall be a contribution toward expenses for a visit(s) to Washington DC.  

Applications are accepted throughout the year and should include:

· an outline of the subject to be studied and how it relates to the applicant's previous philatelic or postal history research 

· intentions as to publication of the results after completion of the study 

· an accurate costing of the trip, including places and organizations to be visited and collection to research  
· a short curriculum vitae (including personal details, collecting interests, previous publications and philatelic achievements) 

In evaluating submissions, the award committee will rely on the following criteria:


· What is its significance for our understanding of the history of postage stamps or the postal system? 

· How original is its argument?

· How imaginative is its use of primary sources (e.g., archival materials, trade and professional journals, or visual imagery)?

· How effectively does it engage existing scholarship?

· How well is it written?

· How does the museum collection support the research?

The application should be sent or emailed to:

Winton M. Blount Chair in Research

2 Massachusetts Avenue NE

MRC 570 PO Box 37012

Washington DC 20013-7012

npmresearchchair@si.edu 

George W. Brett

George Brett was arguably the number one au​thority on the production of United States stamps of the twentieth century. He was often referred to as Mr. BIA for his long association with the Bureau Issues Association, now the United States Stamp Society. He served the society as president (1966–67), board chairman (1968–73), and emeritus chairman from 1981 until his death. He was the only philatelist inducted into the American Philatelic Society’s Hall of Fame while still living.

Brett was a prolific writer and contributed more than 500 articles to the BIA/USSS journal. He wrote a seminal book on stamp printing, The Giori Press: A Comprehensive Study of Current Stamp Production at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (1961), and also Printing Methods and Techniques (1985). He contributed articles to the American Philatelic Congress books and other journals. One of his major articles was his updating of the United States 1847 issues on their 150th anniversary for the combined Pacific 97 Handbook and American Philatelic Congress Book. He was a member of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee 1961–63.

George Brett was recognized for his vast knowledge and influence as a mentor to many students of United States stamps. Among his honors were the Lichtenstein award of the Collectors Club of New York (1983), the APS Luff award for distinguished philatelic research (1978), the Distinguished Philatelist award of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society (1992), the Writers Hall of Fame (1979), and the Philatelic Achievement Award of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Postal Museum (2004). George Brett bequeathed to the Smithsonian National Postal Museum a permanent publications endowment known as “The George W. Brett Philatelic Publications Endowment Fund” from which the above scholarship will be funded.
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM 
GEORGE W. BRETT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Title of project _________________________________________________________________

Major (if applicable): ____________________________________________________________
Location(s) of research: __________________________________________________________
Scholarship Applied for:


George W. Brett Memorial Scholarship (up to $500)


_____

On the next page write a short description of your proposed research, which should be approved by your faculty mentor (if applicable). You may also wish to include supporting papers or reports. If you are requesting money for supplies, travels, or other needs, submit a budget detailing how the money will be spent.
 Also please submit a resume and list of publications and/or Curriculum Vitae.

___________________________________________________     ________________________

Signature







Date
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Research Proposal
 

Project Title: ____________________________________________________________
Name: ____________________________________________________________
Brief Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Budget (itemized funding request):

 

 

 

