Smithsonian National Postal Museum and Confederate Stamp Alliance Scholarship
Application
The Smithsonian National Postal Museum (NPM) and The Confederate Stamp Alliance (CSA) are pleased to announce a scholarship for original research and analysis relating to the design and/or printing of a specific Confederate stamp issue(s), the Confederate Post Office Department, or an aspect of Confederate postal history. The scholarships are available to PhD’s, or doctoral candidates engaged in dissertation research, advanced graduate students, and/or other scholars so that the awardee may spend an uninterrupted block of time doing research in the NPM library, other Washington DC libraries, or libraries with Confederate States archives on their projects and discussing their work with others. The result of the research will be publication in The Confederate Philatelist.
Applications are now being accepted for this scholarship. The scholarship, for a sum of up to $2,000, will be a contribution towards expenses including travel costs for a trip(s) to Washington DC or library with Confederate States archives.

Applications are accepted throughout the year and should include:

· an outline of the subject to be studied, time frames for completion, and how it relates to the applicant's previous philatelic or postal history research;
· intentions as to publication of the results after completion of the study; 

· an accurate costing of the trip(s), including places and organizations to be visited and collection to research; and,  
· a short curriculum vitae (including personal details, collecting interests, previous publications and philatelic achievements).
In evaluating submissions, the NPM and CSA award committee will rely on the following criteria:


· What is its significance for our understanding of the history of postage stamps or the postal system? 

· How original is its argument?  Is the proposal well written?
· How imaginative is its use of primary sources (e.g., archival materials, trade and professional journals)?

· How do the NPM’s collection, archives and/or library support the research?

The application should be sent or emailed to:

Winton M. Blount Chair in Research

2 Massachusetts Avenue NE

MRC 570 PO Box 37012

Washington DC 20013-7012

npmresearchchair@si.edu  

The Confederate Stamp Alliance ( www.csalliance.org )
Prior to the end of the Civil War, individuals began collecting the stamps issued by the postmasters of various southern cities and the Confederate government. In February 1935, Dr. Marye Y. Dabney, wrote to Mr. August Dietz and suggested that an organization be formed for the more intensive study of Confederates, the exchange of relevant data, and the dissemination of acquired knowledge. The name of the organization suggested by Dr. Dabney was the Confederate Stamp Alliance (CSA), a name that has continued to this day. 

Nearly 150 years after the Civil War, collectors of Confederate postal history are still attempting to understand many of the unusual and unique items that were used to convey mail during those difficult years. The study, research and collecting of the Confederate general issue stamps, Postmaster Provisional stamps from more than 55 southern cities, hand-stamped rate markings from more than 770 southern cities, manuscript markings, patriotic covers, express mail, prisoner-of-war mail, blockade-run mail, and many other aspects of postal history have captured the interest many. Research projects and collections have focused on particular cities, particular stamps, particular markings, general Confederate postal history, soldier's mail, prisoner-of-war mail, and numerous other specialized and general areas of interests. Although it is estimated that less than one-half of one percent of the Confederate philatelic items (1 out of every 200) have survived for our research, enjoyment and collecting interests today, many spectacular items do exist and new finds are continuing to be made. CSA’s official publication is The Confederate Philatelist. 
SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM SCHOLARSHIPS

APPLICATION

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________
Title of project _________________________________________________________________

Major (if applicable): ____________________________________________________________
Location(s) of research: __________________________________________________________
Amount of scholarship requested (maximum stipend for 4 weeks = $2,000): ________________
Scholarship Applied for:


NPM and Confederate Stamp Alliance (up to $2,000)
_____

On the next page write a short description of your proposed research, which should be approved by your faculty mentor (if applicable). You may also wish to include supporting papers or reports. If you are requesting money for supplies, travels, or other needs, submit a budget detailing how the money will be spent.
 Also please submit a resume and list of publications and/or Curriculum Vitae.

___________________________________________________     ________________________

Signature







Date
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Research Proposal
 

Project Title: ____________________________________________________________
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Brief Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Budget (itemized funding request):

 

 

 

